
Page 76.

             Fiddle Style

RIGHT-HAND PATTERN †

V
= Down Stroke
= Up Stroke

0 0

† † VV V

0
0

0
0 0

RIGHT-HAND PATTERN WITH CHORD EXERCISE

2
3

0
2

D

0
2

0

1

CHORD POSITIONS

21 3 4=First Finger =Second Finger =Third Finger =Fourth Finger

(Numbers in square boxes correspond to positions used in chord exercise.)

1

2

1st

† †V V V †

4
3

5
4

G

5
4

5

2

† † V V V†

4

† † V

1

2

†

0 0

† † VV V

0
0

0
0

0
††

0
2

3
2

3
2

3

† V V V †

D 1

†

7
6

5
6

5
5

7

† V V V †

3

1

2

➔
1st

3

3

➔
3rd

2

†

0

V

2

V† †

5
4

3
4

3
3

5

† †V V V ††

6
5

7
6

A

7
6

7

† †V V V †

6

V†

3

†

3

Soldier’s Joy
Preparatory Study Notes

2
3

0
2

0
2

0

† †V V V †

2

V† †

0
2

3
2

3
2

3

† V V V ††

1 1

➔
1 1

4

7th 1

2

1

5

➔
7th

➔

1 3

General Guidelines: Think frailing banjo when playing
this arrangement. Notice particularly the droning “D”
open string. Be careful not to mute it when fretting
adjacent strings. This drone is what f lavors the tune
similar to a frailing banjo. Focus on the diff icult passage
sections to ensure that you don’t have any bottlenecks.
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General Guidelines: One of my favorite versions of
this tune is on the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band production
Will the Circle Be Unbroken as a banjo duet with string
bass backup. The following arrangement possesses
similar overtones and sounds great unaccompanied.
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